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About Us  
Sentinel Group Security (SGS) was formed in July 2005 and became a fast-growing security 
services provider within United Kingdom and Ireland. We first partnered with our customers to 
provide specialised and effective security solutions including open-source intelligence 

reporting, security vulnerability assessments and training. Our capability is defined by our 
employees and the high level of skills and experience they possess and the procedures they 

adopt. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intelligence led security 
With a 360° approach to threat detection and intelligence 
service provision. Outside of dealing with major incidents, 

the SGS National Operations Centre proactively assesses 
the various security threats that your business, people, 

assets, and brand might face by monitoring social and 
conventional media to identify: 

 On-going threats 

 Specific industry threats 

 Future trends 

 Best practice 

 

Disclaimer 

In compiling this report SGS has relied on the veracity of 
public information available at the time of publication. SGS 
accepts no legal, equitable or other liability whatsoever for 
any actual or consequent loss incurred by the client in 
relation to this report or for the accuracy of any statement 
herein. 
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United Kingdom’s National Security Threat 

Introduction 
 The main threats to national security 
are terrorism, espionage, cyber threats 

and the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, many of which impact 
on the UK’s national infrastructure. 

National infrastructure sectors 
represent core strategic interests for 

foreign intelligence services, whose 
targeting against the sectors is likely to 

include espionage for economic, 
political, military, or commercial gain. 

While the threat from terrorism to the 
UK as a whole is high, and historically 

both international and Northern 
Ireland terrorist groups have targeted 

UK infrastructure, the current terrorist 
threat to the national infrastructure can 

be characterised as generally limited 
and often aspirational. 

The exception is transport which 
continues to face enduringly high levels 

of threat from international terrorism. 
In addition, the emergency services and 

defence sectors, specifically police and 
military personnel, also face a high level 

of threat from both international 
terrorism and dissident republic groups 

in Northern Ireland, for whom they are 
a priority target for attack. 

Generally higher levels of effective and visible protective security at national infrastructure 
sites are likely to act as a deterrent to terrorists, who increasingly favour ‘soft’ targets which 

allow them to achieve their aims with greater chance of success. Nevertheless, with the 
continual diversification of the threat, the ambition and capability of terrorist groups to target 

UK infrastructure is likely to continue to evolve. https://www.cpni.gov.uk/national-security-
threats 

  

https://www.cpni.gov.uk/national-security-threats
https://www.cpni.gov.uk/national-security-threats
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United Kingdom’s Threat Definitions 

International terrorism 
International terrorism from groups such as the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and Al 

Qaida present a threat from many others. They hold territory in places without functioning 
governments, making it easier for them to train recruits and plan complex, sophisticated attacks. 
Drawing on extreme interpretations of Islam to justify their actions, these groups often have the 

desire and capability to direct terrorist attacks against the West, and to inspire those already 
living there to carry out attacks of their own. 

Northern Ireland-related terrorism 

Northern Ireland-related terrorism continues to pose a serious threat to British interests. 

Although the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) has ceased its terrorist campaign and is 
now committed to the political process, some dissident republican groups continue to mount 

terrorist attacks, primarily against the security forces. 

Domestic extremism 

Domestic extremism mainly refers to individuals or groups that carry out criminal acts in pursuit 
of a larger agenda, such as "right-wing extremists". They may seek to change legislation or 

influence domestic policy and try to achieve this outside of the normal democratic process. 
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/counter-terrorism 

 

 

https://www.mi5.gov.uk/counter-terrorism
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Cyber 

“Cyberspace” is the term used to describe the electronic medium of digital networks used to 

store, modify, and communicate information. It includes the Internet but also other information 
systems that support businesses, infrastructure, and services.  

 

Cyberspace lies at the heart of modern society; it impacts our personal lives, our businesses and 

our essential services. A secure online environment is essential to HM Government, which is 
providing an ever-increasing number of online services to UK citizens and businesses as part of 

a major digital services transformation programme. The ability to conduct online transactions 
securely is central to the delivery of public and commercial services and communications. 

However, some individuals and groups use cyberspace for malicious purposes. We call these 
people 'hostile actors' and they exploit cyberspace to conduct espionage operations or launch 

damaging computer network attacks. 

Cyber security affects both the public and the private sector and spans a broad range of issues 

related to national security, whether through terrorism, crime or state and industrial espionage. 

https://www.cpni.gov.uk/cyber 

Espionage 

The potential impact of successful State-sponsored espionage against the UK is both wide 

reaching and significant. The threat of espionage (spying) did not end with the collapse of Soviet 
communism in the early 1990s. Espionage against UK interests continues and is potentially very 

damaging. Several foreign intelligence services (FIS) seek to gather intelligence on a broad range 
of subjects, including foreign policy, defence, financial, technological, industrial and commercial 

interests. 

https://www.cpni.gov.uk/espionage 

https://www.cpni.gov.uk/cyber
https://www.cpni.gov.uk/espionage


 

P a g e  | 6  

SENTINEL GROUP SECURITY  |  INTELLIGENCE UPDATE AUGUST, 2023 

www.sgs-ltd.com 

Serious and Organised Crime 

Serious and organised crime is defined in the 2018 Serious and Organised Crime Strategy as 
individuals planning, coordinating, and committing serious offences, whether individually, in 
groups and/or as part of transnational networks. 

The main categories of serious offences covered by the term are:  

 child sexual abuse 

 modern slavery and human trafficking  

 organised immigration crime  

 illegal drugs  

 illegal firearms 

 organised acquisitive crime  

 cybercrime 

 fraud  

 money laundering, bribery, corruption and sanctions evasion.  

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/ 

 

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/
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United Kingdom Current Threat Levels 
Introduction 

Members of the public should always remain alert to the danger of terrorism and report any 

suspicious activity to the police on 999 or the anti-terrorist hotline: 0800 789 321. If your 

information does not relate to an imminent threat, you can also contact them at  

https://www.mi5.gov.uk/contact-us 

What the threat levels mean 

Threat levels are designed to give a broad indication of the likelihood of a terrorist attack.  

 

Current national terrorism threat levels 
The threat to the UK (England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) from terrorism is 

SUBSTANTIAL.  

The threat to Northern Ireland from Northern Ireland-related terrorism is SEVERE. mined 

consistently extremely high.  

•  Means an attack is unlikely

LOW

•   Means an attack is possible, but not likely

MODERATE

•   Means an attack is likely

SUBSTANTIAL

•Means an attack is highly likely in the near furure

SEVERE

•  Means an attack is highly likely in the near future

CRITITCAL

https://www.mi5.gov.uk/contact-us
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Open-Source Security Incident News 

Anti-social behaviour crackdown sees crime halved at North Tyneside 
Metro stations 

Anti-social behaviour at North Tyneside’s 
Metro stations has almost halved as a 
result of a dedicated crackdown. Reports 
of disorder at all eight coastal Metro 
stations in North Tyneside have decreased 
by almost 50% in recent weeks – coinciding 
with the seasonal re-launches of 
Operations Maple and Coast watch. 
 
The total number of anti-social behaviour 
reports in those key locations has dropped 
from 105 to 56 between May 28 to June 24 
this year compared to the same period in 

2022. And officers believe the encouraging crime fall reinforces the positive impact of the two 
dedicated operations which are run by Northumbria Police and partners at North Tyneside 
Council and Nexus. https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk 

 
Drugs gang that flooded streets with cocaine and crack cocaine jailed 
A gang that flooded the streets of a city centre with cocaine and crack cocaine have been jailed 
for a combined total of more than 29 years. The gang's 
leaders, Daniel Meredith, 36, and Ryan Jones, 31, 
operated a phone through which they arranged the sale 
of drugs, before directing their street dealers to conduct 
drops, police said. A six-month police investigation 
culminated in raids on a number of addresses and a large 
quantity of cocaine was discovered, together with 
mobile phones, drugs paraphernalia and cash. Police 
said so-called 'flare' text messages were used to 
advertise the sale of drugs. Meredith, of Stratford Close, Chester, and Jones, of Auckland Road, 
Chester, were at the head of the operation that sent bulk messages to multiple numbers, to 

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/
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advertise their wares. Their street dealers, Joshua Hill, 28, and Dillon O’Gorman, 27, would meet 
with local users within the Blacon area of Chester and provide cocaine, reports Cheshire Live. 
 
Leaders Meredith and Jones also supplied drugs Reece Morrison, 20, and William Mead, 19, 
both also of Chester, who then set up their own drugs rounds. 
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk 
 

Co-op shops hit by almost 1,000 crime, shoplifting and anti-social 
behaviour incidents every day 

Co-op shops are hit by almost 1,000 
incidents of crime, shoplifting and anti-
social behaviour every day, the retailer has 
revealed. The Manchester-headquartered 
company said there were more than 
175,000 incidents in the first six months of 
2023 up by more than a third over the last 
year. One inner city London store was 
"looted" three times in a single day. The Co-
op warned that this level of "out-of-control 
crime" is unsustainable and could see some 
communities become a no-go area for local 

stores. The retailer called on police forces and crime commissioners to target prolific offenders 
and local organised criminal gangs, with many said to operate without fear of being caught. A 
Freedom of Information request by Co-op showed that police failed to respond in 71% of serious 
retail crimes reported. 
 
The Co-op also revealed that front-line store workers have seen physical assaults increase year-
on-year by almost a third and, anti-social behaviour and verbal abuse by a fifth.  
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk 

 
Two police officers viciously attacked with a knife 
 

Two officers were viciously attacked in 
the street with a knife while dealing with 
the aftermath of a moped crash. The 
incident unfolded, after officers had 
initially attempted to stop the moped that 
had been spotted 'driving erratically'. A 
short time later it was involved in a 
collision on Wood Road, on the border of 
Stretford and Whalley Range. 
 
Whilst the two officers were responding 

to the crash, in which an 18-year-old was arrested on suspicion of dangerous driving, another 
man then approached them and attacked them with a knife in the street. The unknown man, who 
is being treated as possibly unconnected to the collision, was arrested at the scene. Officers 
were forced to use a taser on him before he was detained as an air ambulance landed nearby. 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/
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The 26-year-old was taken to hospital as part of standard procedure and then into custody, 
where he remains to be questioned in relation to the attack. 
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk 

 
Cyber-attack affects two south England ambulance services 
 
Two ambulance trusts have been left without 
access to electronic patient records after a 
cyber-attack. South Central Ambulance 
Service (SCAS) and South Western Ambulance 
Service (SWASFT), which serve a population of 
12 million people, are both affected. The 
attack targeted a third-party technology 
company used by the trusts. 
 
NHS England has confirmed it is investigating 
the incident alongside the police, and work is 
ongoing to reconnect the system. South Central Ambulance Service Trust attends incidents in 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire and Buckinghamshire, along with non-emergency coverage 
for Sussex and Surrey. South Western Ambulance Service Foundation Trust covers Bristol, 
Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset, Wiltshire and the Isles of Scilly. 
 
The service lost access to its electronic patient records on 18 July, according to the Health 
Service Journal's ambulance correspondent Alison Moore. "This was due to a cyber-attack 
which affected the supplier - a Swedish firm called Ortivus," she said. https://www-bbc-co-uk 
 

Teen who threatened to kill late Queen with crossbow ‘called AI girlfriend 
 
A Star Wars-obsessed teenager arrested with a 
crossbow at Windsor Castle after threatening to kill 
the late Queen was not “rational” when he 
exchanged thousands of messages with an AI 
chatbot, a psychiatrist has said. The Old Bailey has 
heard how former supermarket worker Jaswant 
Singh Chail was encouraged and bolstered by 
artificial intelligence girlfriend Sarai before he 
breached the castle grounds on Christmas Day 2021. 

https://www.independent.co.uk 
 
Isle of wight boy arrested on terrorism charges 
A 16-year-old boy from the Isle of Wight has been arrested on suspicion of terrorism offences.  
The teenager was arrested on suspicion of dissemination of terrorist publications under Section 
2 of the Terrorism Act 2006 and collection of information under Section 58 of the Terrorism Act 
2000.  He remains in custody at this time. https://www.iwradio.co.uk 
 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/
https://www-bbc-co-uk/
https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.iwradio.co.uk/
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Man, 22, charged with terrorism offences after arrest by West Midlands 
detectives 

A 22-year-old man has been charged with 
terrorism offences. Kristen Persen was 
arrested by detectives from Counter 
Terrorism Policing West Midlands CTU 
yesterday. Persen, from Cardiff, was charged 
with four offences of possessing documents of 
use to a terrorist and six offences concerning 
the distribution of a terrorist publication. He 
will appear before Westminster Magistrates' 

Court. https://www.birminghammail.co.uk 
 
Organised shoplifting gangs terrorise stores with 'looting' sprees as thefts 
soar 
Shocking footage shows a gang raiding a 
supermarket as the UK has seen a spike in cases of 
looting with an average of almost 1,000 thefts a day. 
Reports of shoplifting made to the police during the 
cost-of-living crisis has risen sharply as people 
struggle to pay for basic necessities. 
 
£400,000 fine for two companies after hospital staff 
violently attacked by patients. And according to the 
Home Office, there was a 22% rise in shoplifting last 
year, with the number of offences increasing from 
256,000 to 314,000. That was the highest total since 2019 when there were 367,000 crimes 
recorded. 
 
Especially worrying is the rise in raids from crime gangs that have targeted stores. The Co-op 
reportedly claimed “out of control crime” had seen a London shop looted three times in just one 
day and was so extreme that it could lead to shops being unable to set-up in some areas.  
 
Shoplifting callouts to supermarkets rose by up to 75% last year in some cases, as some hungry 
people turned to stealing. West Midlands Police saw a 70% rise in reports of customers caught 
pinching goods at the likes of Tesco, ASDA and the Co-op last year when compared with figures 
from 2021, Freedom of Information data revealed.  
 
Other forces which saw the largest increases in supermarket shoplifters included Gwent in 
Wales (up by 68%), Dyfed Powys (75%) and Avon & Somerset (60%), with only four of the 43 
forces asked for the data seeing shoplifting rates stay the same or fall. https://www-mirror-co-
uk 
 
 
 

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/
https://www-mirror-co-uk/
https://www-mirror-co-uk/
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Drug dealer who used secret network EncroChat to supply cocaine jailed 
for 18 years 

A drug dealer who used secret communications network 
EncroChat as a medium to supply class A and B drugs has 
been jailed for 18 years. 
 
Jamie Joseph Veale of Widnes, Cheshire, supplied 17kg of 
cocaine through an encrypted device using the codename 
"Monstermunchman" back in 2020.The 32-year-old ran his 
large-scale conspiracy through EncroChat where he 
negotiated prices for bulk amounts of class A drugs from 
those who imported them into the country. The encrypted 
phone service with a large base of organised criminals was 
abruptly shut down in June 2020, leading to a huge 

operation where Veale was identified as a suspect. https://news.sky.com 
 

One in 12 Britons victims of rise in AI scams 
Cybercriminals using cheap online software to clone voices of loved ones to dupe people. 
Fraudsters are targeting families with sophisticated phone call and voice note scams generated 
by artificial intelligence.   Cybercriminals can use cheap online software to clone a voice almost 
exactly, drawing from just seconds of audio from 
a voice note or video, according to new research 
by McAfee, the software company.  
 
Almost one in twelve Britons have already been 
targeted by cybercriminals impersonating their 
loved ones in this way, the study found, with 
77pc of all victims losing money as a result. 
What’s more, 95pc of people who took part in 
McAfee’s research were unable to tell a fake AI-
generated voice from a real one. 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk 

 
Manchester Airport had third highest crime rate out of UK airports in 
2022 

Manchester Airport had the third highest number of crimes per 
passenger out of 21 UK international airports in 2022, figures 
have revealed. A total of 1,505 crimes were reported at the 
airport last year. A total of 23,364,471 passengers passed through 
the airport - the UK’s second largest - in 2022, meaning the airport 
had a crime rate of 6.4 offences per 100,000 passengers. The data 
was obtained via an FOI submitted to Greater Manchester Police 
by security training firm Get Licensed. 
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk 

 
 

https://news.sky.com/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/
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Drugs gang jailed for 59 years 
 
A drugs gang who operated in 
Sheffield have been jailed for 59 
years after a long-running 
investigation that spanned three 
counties.  
 
Led by Ifthqar Khan and Abdul 
Suleman, the 12-strong group 
came to the attention of officers 
after intelligence was received in 
2019 about suspicious activity at a 
house in Baines Wood Close, Chesterfield. In June the house was raided and tens of thousands 
of pounds worth of MDMA, cannabis and cocaine were found. 12 gang members were charged 
with drug offences and, after several trials, were sentenced. https://www.thestar.co.uk 
 

Thug disguised his gang as builders before brutal attack in family 
home 
 

A 'thug for hire' told his 'soldiers' to disguise 
themselves as builders in order to go to a 
family home to execute a brutal attack, 
according to Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP). 
 
Khassim Lawrence was caught by officers 
masquerading behind the pseudonym 
'Motleymetal' on the encrypted platform 
Encrochat. Following an extensive 
investigation, which involved' hours of 
trawling through incriminating messages', 

officers were able to pinpoint Lawrence's every move, says the force. 
 
Those messages - which GMP described as 'horrific' - included the details of a violent and 
targeted attack on a man and showed Lawrence conspiring to buy tens of thousands of pounds-
worth of drugs to be distributed across Manchester. The crucial phone evidence showed that, in 
April 2020, Lawrence was approached as a ‘thug for hire’, tasked with threatening someone with 
a firearm as a result of a long-standing dispute over drug debts. At Manchester Crown Court 
yesterday, July 14, 29-year-old Lawrence was sentenced to five years and 10 months in prison 
after he pleaded guilty to possession of a firearm with intent to cause fear of violence and 
conspiracy to supply cocaine.  
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk 

 
 
 

https://www.thestar.co.uk/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/
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Car thief stole more than 60 cars from homes across Birmingham 
 

A man has been jailed for stealing more than 60 
cars in a two-year crime spree which saw him lift 
people's motors from outside their homes onto his 
tow truck. Eddie McDonagh then scrapped the 
vehicles, making thousands of pounds in the 
process. The car thief travelled around the region 
looking for cars to steal between 2020 and 2022, 
according to West Midlands Police. He would use 
the same tow truck but would often change the 
number plate in a bid to evade getting caught. 

McDonough pleaded guilty to 64 counts of theft of motor vehicles and fraud at Birmingham 
Crown Court. https://www.birminghammail.co.uk 
 
Three boys charged after two knife-point robberies in town centre 
 
Three boys have been charged after two alleged knife-
point robberies in Bolton town centre. The teenagers, one 
aged 14 and two aged 15, who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, have all been charged with robbery following a 
police investigation. They have been remanded into 
custody. 
 
They will appear at Manchester Magistrates' Court, police 
said. Detective Sergeant Carla Deighton, of Greater 
Manchester Police’s Bolton Neighbourhood Priority Crime Team, said: "We continue to take a 
robust, proactive approach to tackling robberies. https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk 

 
Metropolitan police shared sensitive data about crime victims with 
Facebook 

Britain’s biggest police force gathered sensitive data 
about people using its website to report sexual 
offences, domestic abuse and other crimes and 
shared it with Facebook for targeted advertising, the 
Observer has found. The data was collected by a 
tracking tool embedded in the website of the 
Metropolitan police and included records of 
browsing activity about people using a “secure” 
online form for victims and witnesses to report 
offences. 
 

In one case, Facebook received a parcel of data when someone clicked a link to “securely and 
confidentially report rape or sexual assault” to the Met online. This included the sexual nature 
of the offence being reported, the time the page was viewed and a code denoting the person’s 
Facebook account ID. 

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/
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The tracking tool, known as Meta Pixel, also sent details to Facebook about content viewed and 
buttons clicked on webpages linked to contacting police, accessing victim services, and advice 
pages for crimes including rape, assaults, stalking and fraud. When confronted with the 
Observer’s findings last week, the Met removed the Meta Pixel tracker from its website. It said 
it took “issues of this kind seriously” and was investigating, adding that no personal data 
“inputted” by people reporting crime - such as their actual messages to police - had been shared. 
https://www.theguardian.com 
 
Northumberland shop worker bravely smacked robber in the face 
 

A female shop worker who was manhandled by a robber 
bravely smashed him in the face with a bottle during a 
terrifying robbery. Two women were working in the Nisa 
store in Northumberland when intoxicated Blayne Rourke 
turned up demanding money and threatening to stab them. 
Shocking CCTV shows him grab hold of one of the victims 
before she hits him with a bottle, leaving him dazed on the 
floor. Rourke, who has 50 previous convictions, pleaded 
guilty to robbery and was jailed for four years by Judge 
Stephen Earl, who branded it a "mean" offence. 
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk 

 
Murder investigation launched 
Police have launched a murder investigation after the 
bodies of a woman and man were found at a shooting 
school in North Lincolnshire. Emergency services were 
called to an address on College Road near Thornton 
Curtis after safety concerns had been raised. A man and 
a woman were pronounced dead at the scene at White 
Lodge Shooting School, a twenty-minute drive from 
Grimsby. Humberside Police said they were not looking 
for anyone else in relation to the incident. 
https://news.sky.com 

Bolton man prosecuted for supplying unlicensed security 
Mr Kevin Santarro, sole director of Number One Security Ltd was 
prosecuted at Bolton Magistrates’ Court. The court ordered 
Santarro to pay a fine of £500 plus a victim surcharge of £50 and 
prosecution costs of £1,015.20. The court also ordered Number One 
Security Ltd. to pay a £500 fine, a victim surcharge of £50 and 
prosecution costs of £592.20. 
 
The case began on 11 June 2022 when Security Industry Authority 
(SIA) investigators completed routine licence compliance checks at 

the music festival. The operation was led by the SIA in partnership with Greater Manchester 
Police officers. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/
https://news.sky.com/
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SIA investigators found a man working with illegal documents. Police officers detained the man 
at the festival on the day, where he then provided his correct details and identification. The man 
confirmed to the police that he had been deployed by Number One Security Ltd and Mr 
Santarro. https://www.gov.uk 

 
Suella Braverman says risk of terrorism 'rising' 
 
The Home Secretary Suella Braverman was speaking following up update to the government's 
counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST. Islamist and right-wing extremism were highlighted as 

the two main threats in the UK. 
The cabinet minister was speaking as the 
government published a review of its 
counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST, 
which has been updated for the first time in 
five years. 
 
Ms Braverman said: "We now face a 
domestic terrorist threat which is less 
predictable, harder to detect and 
investigate; a persistent and evolving threat 
from Islamist terrorist groups overseas; and 

an operating environment where technology continues to provide both opportunity and risk to 
our counter-terrorism efforts. https://news-sky-com 
 

Armed police enter carriages as all trains are stopped at Cardiff Central 
Station 
Trains were brought to a stop at Cardiff Central train station following a police incident this 
morning. According to passengers who got in contact with WalesOnline, all trains were brought 
to a halt as police dealt with the incident near a platform at the station. Photos also showed 
armed police officers in a train carriage. It's 
understood police were also searching toilets 
and other areas around the platform. One 
passenger, called Grace, said: "We boarded the 
train from Cardiff Central to Portsmouth 
Harbour, they let everyone board then said we 
all had to get off the train. Five minutes later 
they let us back on the train. All trains were 
stopped from arriving and departing the train 
station "Armed police began arriving around our platform 2 and armed police entered the 
carriages asking to see everyone's hands, there were many of them all around our platform and 
some on other platforms, the armed guards began searching all the buildings." 
 
Another passenger, Nick Everitt, said armed police did a 'full sweep' of the train he was on, which 
was bound for London. He said no-one was allowed on or off the train, which was delayed for 40 
minutes. 
https://www.walesonline.co.uk 

 

https://www.gov.uk/
https://news-sky-com/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/
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Football match descends into chaos when masked men in a hearse storm 
pitch 
Gateshead FC were playing at Dunston UTS FC in a 
friendly when the two vehicles entered the pitch and 
began churning up the turf. Footage from inside the 
ground shows two mask-clad men performing donuts 
and drifting across the pitch while a number of posters 
are thrown from the windows. The driver of the hearse 
is then seen leaving the vehicle and getting into  a silver 
Subaru before the pair drive off from the scene with the 
posters left strewn across the pitch. The hearse was left 
in the middle of the pitch, with the referee having to abandon the match at half time with the 
score 1-1. 
 
A Dunston UTC club statement said: "We are all deeply saddened at the events that took place 
last night. Thankfully nobody was physically hurt or injured. https://www.thesun.co.uk 
 

Deadly sex drug is exploding in major UK city 
 

A deadly sex drug is exploding in a major UK city 
after ripping through the US. Crystal meth - 
known as 'Tina' or 'T' - has become increasingly 
popular in Manchester following the coronavirus 
pandemic. Researchers at Manchester 
Metropolitan University and Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority found growing use in the 
city's gay chemsex scene. 
 
Chemsex is the term used to describe taking drugs 

in the hope of enhancing sexual activity and is typically carried out by men who have sex with 
men. The price of the drug has dropped from £100-120 two to three years ago and now costs 
around £40-60, the Manchester Evening News reported. The GM Trends study interviewed 
several users who said meth is widely taken in the northwest. https://www.thesun.co.uk 
 

Anjem Choudary charged with three terror offences 
 

Radical preacher Anjem Choudary has been charged 
with terrorism offences. He and another man, Khaled 
Hussein from Canada, were arrested on suspicion of 
terrorism offences. Choudary was charged on Sunday 
with membership of a proscribed organisation, 
contrary to section 11 of the Terrorism Act 2000; 
addressing meetings to encourage support for a 
proscribed organisation, contrary to sections 12(3) of 
the Terrorism Act 2000; and directing a terrorist 

organisation, contrary to section 56 of the Terrorism Act 2000. 
 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/
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Hussein was also charged with membership of a proscribed organisation, contrary to section 11 
of the Terrorism Act 2000. Both men have been remanded in custody to appear at Westminster 
Magistrates' Court. Choudary was previously imprisoned in 2016 for encouraging support for 
Islamic State and was released in 2018 after serving half of a five-and-a-half-year sentence. 
Choudary is the former head of the now banned organization al-Muhajiroun. 
https://counterterrorbusiness.com 
 
Halesowen man, 18, arrested on suspicion of terrorism offences 
 

An 18-year-old man from Halesowen has been arrested 
on suspicion of terrorism offences. Detectives from 
Counter Terrorism Policing West Midlands CTP made 
the arrest. The man was arrested on suspicion of 
encouraging terrorism, distributing a terrorist 
publication and harassment. 
Police have said he has been taken to a police station in 
the West Midlands for questioning. Officers also said 
that a property is being searched as part of the pre-
planned arrest. https://www.expressandstar.com 

 

Muslim convert behind Hyde Park plot 
A homegrown terrorist considered launching a 
mass gun attack on the late Queen’s funeral after 
converting to Islam in prison, a court has heard. 
Edward Little, 22, rejected the plan as “too late” 
and instead decided to target a Christian 
preacher at Speaker’s Corner in London’s Hyde 
Park, the Old Bailey heard. He discussed his plans 
including his desire to get hold of a Mac-10 
submachine gun and AK-47 assault rifle with 
extremists in encrypted chats on the Threema 
messaging platform. 
At one point, he wrote: “I don’t think there has been an attack in the UK with guns so a semi-
automatic rifle would send a even stronger message.” 
On September 18 last year, Little identified the Queen’s funeral – due to be held at Westminster 
Abbey the following day – as a possible target. 
Days later, on September 23, Little was arrested en route to buy a gun for £5,000 having taken 
a taxi from Brighton to London. Little, from Pelham Street, Brighton, pleaded guilty to preparing 
acts of terrorism and appeared at the Old Bailey on Monday by video-link from HMP Full Sutton 
in Yorkshire. https://www.standard.co.uk 
 

 
Met to treat male predators the same as terrorists 
The Metropolitan Police will investigate male predators the same way as terrorists under fresh 
plans to overhaul the force. The Met has started using the Cambridge Crime Harm Index to 
assess 35,000 offenders reported to the force each year for crimes against women and girls, in 
order to rank the 100 who pose the highest risk to the public. 

https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
https://www.expressandstar.com/
https://www.standard.co.uk/
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The tactic is being used in a bid from the force to rebuild its reputation following a series of 
scandals and a review which found it was racist, misogynist and homophobic. Plans to overhaul 
the force - a £366 million two-year scheme dubbed A New Met for London - are being launched 
with visits to every borough in the capital, starting in Peckham. Commissioner Sir Mark Rowley 
said: "It's taking the organised crime or terrorism approach to male predatory violence." 
https://www.lbc.co.uk 
 

Aled Jones 'robbed of £17k Rolex 
 
Aled Jones has been robbed of a £17,000 Rolex watch after a machete-wielding thug confronted 
him and his son in broad daylight. The 52-year-old and his 
son Lucas, 18, were left shaken after being threatened 
while on a walk-in west London. Mr Jones had been 
targeted because of his Rolex Daytona, with the attacker 
waving a machete in him and his son's face. He reportedly 
handed over the watch instead of standing up to the thug, 
who was said to have been just a teenager. The 
Metropolitan Police said: "A 16-year-old was charged 
with one count of robbery. https://www.lbc.co.uk 
 
Lidl horror as 'staff attacked with knife' and members of the public help 
'detain suspect' 
 

Two people have been injured after Lidl workers were 
allegedly attacked. The incident happened at the 
supermarket giant's Winson Green store on Dudley 
Road. West Midlands Police said officers were called, 
residents reported a large 999 presence around the 
store with one passerby saying there were four police 
cars, two police vans and two ambulances. 
 

One person required hospital treatment after two men sustained injuries to their hands. 
Detectives urged anybody with information to get in touch. 
The suspect was detained by staff with help from members of the public. A 36-year-old man was 
arrested on suspicion of wounding and possession of a knife and has been taken to hospital. 
https://www-birminghammail-co-uk 
 

Dad of three is kicked out of Turkey 

A British dad was booted out of Turkey on arrival for a family holiday as he has the same name 
as a man held on terror charges who later had the case against him dropped. Daniel Burke’s  

 

https://www.lbc.co.uk/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/
https://www-birminghammail-co-uk/
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children were terrified as armed military police 
hauled the family into a room at Dalaman airport 
and questioned the dad-of-three about his “links 
to Syria”. 

Daniel, 36, had flown in from Newcastle for a 
break in Fethiye with his partner, their 15-month-
old baby girl and his daughter, 14, and son, nine, 
from a previous relationship. Daniel, of Bishop 
Auckland, Co Durham, said: “They were 
hammering me about my links to Syria. They were 

asking when I was last in the country. https://www.mirror.co.uk 

Greater Manchester emergency services hold terror attack training 

Emergency services in Greater Manchester have 
been taking part in a series of joint large-scale 
training exercises over the last month. 

The multi-agency exercises were intended to 
ensure that the emergency services  are ready to 
respond and help people in the event of terror 
attacks or incidents involving large numbers of 
casualties. 

Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service 
(GMFRS), Greater Manchester Police’s (GMP) Firearms Training Unit and North West 
Ambulance Service (NWAS) all took part in the weekly night-time exercises at the University of 
Bolton. The emergency services have been responding to mock real-life scenarios to put their 
joint responses to the test and to help ensure that Greater Manchester is in the best possible 
position to respond to a terror attack or mass casualty incident. Up to 60 volunteers took park 
in the scenario, playing the role of casualties. Their realistic injuries were created by the 
university's SFX students. https://counterterrorbusiness.com 
 

Man jailed for planning an act of terrorism 

A man from Washington has been sentenced to 
four years imprisonment, and one year on 
extended licence after being found guilty of 
planning an act of terrorism. At a trial at Teesside 
Crown Court in May, Luke Skelton was 
convicted of one offence under Section 5 (1) of 
the Terrorism Act 2006. The 20-year-old will 
also be subject to a Serious Crime Prevention 
Order. Following an investigation by Counter 

Terrorism Policing North East, supported by Northumbria Police, Skelton was charged in 
November 2021. 

It was found that he openly supported and adopted an extreme right-wing ideology. He wrote 
about his plans to commit a terrorist act and also researched and visited potential 
targets.https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/
https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
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People smuggler who used pleasure boats to ferry migrants across 
Channel jailed 

A people smuggler who used pleasure boats to ferry migrants across the Channel into Britain 
has been jailed. Georgian national Igor Romanovi, 43, was part of an organised crime gang that 

used yachts to transport migrants from France to the UK. 
Romanovi, who commanded a yacht called the Lady Ann, 
was prosecuted after a joint investigation involving the 
National Crime Agency (NCA) and French authorities. 
He has now been jailed for four years by a court in Dieppe 
in northern France for people smuggling offences. 

The British and French authorities worked together on 
investigations into an organised crime gang suspected of 
using pleasure boats to smuggle migrants across the 
Channel. They managed to link the gang to two separate 
yachts - one of which, called Moon, was involved in a 
smuggling run that saw 11 migrants brought ashore in 

Rye, East Sussex, in February last year. 

A total of 12,772 migrants are said to have made the perilous crossing across the Channel since 
the beginning of this year - with more than 1,300 having crossed in the past week alone. More 
than 45,000 people were said to have arrived in the UK in small boats last year. 
https://www.walesonline.co.uk 

Fury as IS terrorist linked to the Manchester Arena bomber could be free 

A jailed I.S. terrorist linked to the Manchester Arena 
bomber could be free by Christmas. Abdullah Ahmed 
Jama Farah, 28, was a lynchpin helping fanatics join up 
with IS fighters in Syria. One was an associate of 
Manchester terrorist Salman Abedi, who killed 22 and 
injured 250 in 2017. 

Jama Farah was jailed for seven years in 2016, with an 
extra five months in 2021 for attacking a prison guard. 
He was initially denied parole amid concerns about his 
behaviour. But his latest bid for freedom is to go before the Parole Board in October. 
https://www.thesun.co.uk 

Boy, 15, denies stabbing teacher at Tewkesbury school 

Jamie Sansom, a maths teacher at Tewkesbury 
Academy, suffered a stab wound during the incident 
at the school. The 15-year-old boy, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, appeared in Cheltenham 
Magistrates' Court. 

He pleaded not guilty to maliciously wounding with 
intent to cause grievous bodily harm. But he 

admitted possession of a bladed article on school premises. He spoke only to confirm his name, 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/
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date of birth, address and enter his pleas. The teen suspect was remanded into custody. 
https://www.lbc.co.uk 

Radicalised brothers who plotted to join Islamic State from their bedroom 

Radicalised Muhammad Abdul Haleem 
Heyder Khan, aged 21, and younger sibling 
Muhammad Hamzah Heyder Khan, 18, had 
denied their crimes - but submitted guilty 
pleas. A court had heard the pair "bought 
clothes and equipment to travel to 
Afghanistan". A jury was told the brothers 
used encrypted messaging app Telegram 
and had material on their phones promoting 
Jihad.It was even claimed they had 

encouraged people to "shed" the blood of non-believers and expressed threats to former Prime 
Minister David Cameron. The pair, both of St. Josephs Road, Ward End, were arrested on 
November 2 by counter-terror police.  https://www.birminghammail.co.uk 

Mother who stole £180,000 from her employer 

A mother who stole £180,000 from her employer to live out her 'fantasy life' and lavish family 
members with gifts was uncovered when the boss raised alarm over a £37 shopping trip at B&Q. 

Tracy Ellis, 52, funded her lifestyle by swindling her 
employer out of huge sums of money over a period of more 
than five years in what has been described as a 'betrayal' to 
the small firm for which she worked for nearly a decade. Ellis 
admitted fraud by abuse of position and was jailed for two 
years and eight months. She is set to be hauled back before 
the same court later this year, when she could be ordered to 
repay her ill-gotten gains under the Proceeds of Crime Act. 
https://www-dailymail-co-uk 

Staggering daily cost of empty hotel beds for migrants revealed 

The bill for rooms that are not used runs 
to about £500,000 every day. They are 
booked as a buffer in case of an explosion 
of crossings to avoid overcrowding at 
Manston and other sites, MPs on the 
Home Affairs Committee were told. The 
total hotels bill is more than the levelling 
up fund and three times the 
homelessness budget. In all, asylum costs 
£3.5billion a year. The revelation came 
as another 1,300 small boat migrants 

headed to Britain last weekend — while ministers prepare to climb down on their new migration 
law. https://www.thesun.co.uk 

 

https://www.lbc.co.uk/
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/
https://www-dailymail-co-uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/
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YouTube prankster faces jail over bomb prank 

A Youtuber has been remanded in custody and is facing a lengthy jail term after claiming he had 
a bomb at an airport. Online prankster Garard Ndela was arrested just minutes after turning up 
at Newcastle Airport. The 19-year-old was recording himself in the terminal building walking 
past the check-in desks and claiming to have an explosive device. 
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk 

Thug kicked 'unruly' drinker in the head 

A man attacked an "unruly" drinker outside of a pub and 
left him with a severe mental impairment after punching 
and kicking his head. 

Christopher Miller was drinking in Harley's bar in South 
Shields when a man was refused service due to his 
behaviour after being requested to comply with Covid 
regulations. It was then that Miller attempted to escort 
the man out of the bar, but an argument ensued, and the 
man produced a hammer out of the boot of his car which 
was parked outside. 

Miller then attacked the man, punching and then kicking 
him in the head, causing him to fall heavily on the concrete. The victim was later taken to hospital 
and went on to suffer a bleed on the brain and now has a severe mental impairment which is 
likely to last the rest of his life. Miller, 37, appeared at Newcastle Crown Court to be sentenced 
for affray. https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk 

Neo-Nazi podcast hosts who targeted Harry and Meghan's son 

Christopher Gibbons and Tyrone Pattern-
Walsh were unmasked as the hosts of a neo-
Nazi online podcast which encouraged 
listeners to commit violence. The podcast also 
criticised mixed race relationships and 
branded Archie an "abomination that should 
be put down". Christopher Gibbons, 38, and 
Tyrone Patten-Walsh, 34, both face jail after 
being found guilty of encouraging acts of 

terrorism. https://news.sky.com 

First alleged neo-Nazi under special terror powers 

A man has become the first alleged neo-Nazi to be placed under special government powers for 
monitoring and controlling suspected terrorists, it has emerged. The man, who is in his 20s, can 
only be referred to publicly as LXB. Last year, he was subjected to terrorism prevention 
measures which place strict limits on what a person can do. 

He appeared in court after admitting he had breached the measures. 

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/
https://news.sky.com/
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LXB has previously been suspected by the authorities of having the potential to carry out a 
terrorist attack. He pleaded guilty to two breaches of the measures by having a video camera 
and memory card without prior approval from the Home Office. https://www.bbc.co.uk 

7/7 anniversary: London remembers victims of 2005 attacks 

Emergency workers and the Mayor of London 
have paid tribute to the victims of the July 7 
bombings on the 18th anniversary of the 
terror attacks. Coordinated attacks in 2005 
on three London Underground trains and a 
double-decker bus killed 52 people as well as 
the bombers, and more than 700 people were 
injured. Sadiq Khan laid a wreath alongside 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Mark 

Rowley at the Hyde Park Memorial to pay tribute to those who were killed, injured and affected. 
https://www.itv.com 

New IRA Grandmother must remain in custody 

Mr Justice O’Hara refused Amanda McCabe’s latest 
application for bail after highlighting her alleged 
“significant and sinister” role within the New IRA. 

“Dissident republicans are extremely active and 
dangerous at present. They are clearly determined to kill, 
maim and terrorise,” he said. 

McCabe, 52, of Ailsbury Gardens in Lurgan, Co Armagh, is 
among 10 people facing prosecution as part of Operation 
Arbacia, a joint police and MI5 surveillance investigation 
into New IRA activities. She faces charges which include 
directing a terrorist organisation, belonging to a 
proscribed grouping, and preparation of terrorist acts. 
https://www.newsletter.co.uk 

Three charged with terrorism offences in relation with NI police officer’s 
shooting 

Three men have been charged with preparatory 
acts of terrorism by officers investigating the 
attempted murder of DCI John Caldwell. 

The police officer was shot multiple times at a 
sports complex in County Tyrone on 22 February 
after a youth football team coaching session. His 
son was with him as he loaded footballs into the 
boot of his car when the gunmen approached. 

The men are aged 45, 47 and 58. The 45-year-old and 58-year-old have been further charged 
with possession of articles for use in terrorism and providing property for the purposes of 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.itv.com/
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/
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terrorism. They were arrested on Tuesday under the Terrorism Act in Belfast, Newtownabbey 
and Coalisland. https://www.theguardian.com 

Brighton teenager charged with terrorism offences 

Mason Reynolds, 18, of Moulsecoomb Way, 
appeared at Westminster Magistrates' 
Court and will next appear at the Old Bailey. 
The charges against him are linked to an 
"extreme right-wing ideology", counter-
terrorism police say. 

Among the charges are five counts of 
collecting information which could be useful 
to a person committing or preparing an act of 

terrorism. He is also charged with five counts of dissemination of terrorist publications, and a 
further count of possessing an article for the purpose of terrorism. Mr Reynolds was arrested 
on 27 June. The investigation which led to his arrest was carried out by the Counter Terrorism 
Policing South East unit. https://www.bbc.co.uk 

Six members of a money laundering network which smuggled more than £100 million out of the 
UK to the United Arab Emirates have been sentenced following an investigation orchestrated 
by the National Crime Agency. 

The network transported the cash to Dubai during 83 separate trips between November 2019 
and October 2020, all of them overseen by ringleader Abdullah Alfalasi, aged 48, who was jailed 
for more than nine years in July last year. 

The couriers, who were paid around £3,000 for each trip and would be booked on business class 
flights due to the extra luggage allowance, communicated on WhatsApp groups, including one 
titled ‘Sunshine and Lollipops’. 

Beatrice Auty (aged 27, from London), Jonathan Johnson (aged 55) and Jo Emma Larvin (aged 
44, both from Ripon in North Yorkshire) and Amy Harrison, 28, from Worcester Park in Surrey 
were convicted following a trial at Isleworth Crown Court on 26 April this year. 

Two other couriers from the same network were convicted at earlier hearings and were 
sentenced alongside them on 12 July.  
https://securitymattersmagazine.com 
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Security industry news 
National Security Bill becomes law 

After being passed by both Houses of 
Parliament and securing Royal Assent, the 
National Security Bill became law on 11 
July. The government claims: "This new act 
brings together vital new measures to 
protect the British public, modernise 
counter-espionage laws and address the 
evolving threat to our national security. 

"With this new legislation, the UK is now a 
harder target for those states who seek to 
conduct hostile acts against the UK, which 

include espionage, foreign interference (including in our political system), sabotage, and acts 
that endanger life, such as assassination. 

"The new powers will help ensure that the UK remains the hardest operating environment for 
malign activity undertaken by foreign actors." 

For the first time, the National Security Act includes 
an offence of foreign interference. The act also 
introduces a new Foreign Influence Registration 
Scheme (FIRS), which criminalises those acting 
covertly for states which pose the greatest threat to 
national security. 

Security minister Tom Tugendhat said: "We are 
facing growing threats from foreign states. Over the 
past years we’ve seen attempts to harm our people, 
damage our economy and undermine our 

democracy.  
https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

EV safety training for border force and police 

Thatcham Research has announced EV Safe training to help the public sector prepare for the 
unique safety challenges presented by electric vehicles (EVs). 

https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
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EV Safe will ensure the safety of key workers who interact with High Voltage (HV), such as first 
responders who need to understand how to safely shut down an EV following a road traffic 
collision and how to identify safe cutting points to enable extrication. 

It also includes training for Border Force and Police who 
need to be aware of safe handling considerations while 
searching EVs, including the importance of using 
appropriate PPE. The two-day in-person course will equip 
public sector teams with the skills and knowledge to safely 
shut down and reinstate HV vehicles. 

The training equips delegates with the ability to know if an 
EV is still live, how to identify the different types of EVs, 
from full Battery Electric Vehicles to Hybrids, and the 
different handling requirements for each.  
https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

 
Emergency grab bags now available in York 

Emergency grab bags, which give immediate support should a major incident occur are now 
available in York City Centre. 

The bags are part of a number of security measures being delivered by the multi-agency 
Regional Protect and Prepare Group and have been funded by Safer York Partnership (York’s 
statutory Community Safety Partnership). 

The bags are designed to be used in the immediate aftermath of a terrorist attack or major 
incident and contain information and equipment that will aid the early response to an incident, 
prior to the arrival of the emergency services. 

The bags can be accessed by designated staff at 
McDonald’s, Blake Street; Marks & Spencer 
(M&S), Pavement; Yates York pub, Church Lane; 
and Popworld night club, Hudson Street. On the 
outskirts of the city, there will also be a bag 
located at the York Stadium Leisure Complex at 
Monks Cross. 

Other measures that have already been installed 
in York include installing Hostile Vehicle 
Mitigation (HVM) measures, providing first aid 
trauma kits, delivering protective security advice and training in Counter Terrorism (CT) 
awareness for local businesses. https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

Government launches CONTEST 2023 

The UK government has launched CONTEST 2023, billed as "a refreshed approach to the 
evolving and enduring threat from terrorism". The UK has experienced nine declared terrorist 
attacks since 2018 and 39 late-stage attacks disrupted since 2017. 

https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
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CONTEST 2023 sets out the UK’s approach to a domestic terrorist risk and addresses a 
persistent and evolving overseas threat from Islamist groups, and the exploitation of technology 
by terrorists. 

According to the press release, Islamist terrorism makes up around three quarters on MI5's 
caseload, with extreme-right wing terrorism making up the majority of the remainder of the 
caseload. CONTEST 2023 has been developed by the Home Office, working with a range of 
government departments, police and the intelligence agencies. 
https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

 

 

Security Industry Authority celebrates International Security Officers' 
Day 

Michelle Russell, chief executive of the Security Industry Authority (SIA) has paid tribute to the 
hundreds of thousands of security officers in the UK who everyday work tirelessly to keep us 
safe on International Security Officers' Day. 

At present, there are more than 420,000 SIA-licensed security operatives in the UK. Russell 
said: "Over the past year, I have had the pleasure of meeting licence holders working both in 
public-facing roles and behind the scenes. I spoke to operatives working in the night-time 
economy, at music events, in offices, in historic buildings and in CCTV control rooms to listen to 
their views about working in the security industry and learning about their experiences. 

"This year we continue to highlight some of the awe-inspiring stories of commitment, 
professionalism, courage, dedication and bravery through our #BehindTheBadge campaign. We 
invite members of the public to join us in thanking, celebrating and saluting our real-life heroes. 
Let’s pay tribute to them and their skills and qualities that make them heroes in everyday life. 
https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

Specialist bleed kits for Staffordshire police cars 

200 Staffordshire police cars now have bleed 
control kits on board. The specialist kits are 
designed to complement existing first aid supplies 
in police cars and can be used to control bleeding 
from trauma injuries caused by stabbings or 
serious road traffic collisions before the 
ambulance or paramedics arrive. The kits include 
a chest seal, chito gauze dressing and a rapid stop 
tourniquet. 

The new kits build on the static kits introduced in 
Burton-on-Trent by Rob Freckleton in memory of 

his son, Oliver, and in Stoke-on-Trent by Chit Chat 4 U, a group created by mums with lived 
experience to support victims of or those involved in gangs, youth violence and knife crime. 

https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
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The new kits will be used by first aid-trained 
officers only, whereas the kits in public spaces 
can be used by members of the public with 
guidance from medical professionals. 
https://counterterrorbusiness.com 

Professional Security Operative 
apprenticeship approved by 
Government 

The new Level 2 Professional Security Operative apprenticeship has received funding approval 
from central Government through the Education and Skills Funding Agency in the wake of 
approval for delivery being ratified by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education 
in May. The funding announcement has been made by the Private Security Industry Trailblazer 
Group and represents the culmination of three years’ worth of diligent work transacted by 
employers and stakeholders across the security sector in tandem with the Security Industry 
Authority. 

The new apprenticeship* offers a route to employment for those wanting to join the private 
security industry and those already in employment who wish to progress in their career. It will 
be reviewed subsequent to the first three years of operation in the sector. 

In practice, the apprenticeship – for which external quality assurance is being delivered by 
Ofqual – will provide funded opportunities for professional training in core security skills and 
allow employees to choose a specialism: Operational Security Operative, Cash and Valuables in 
Transit, Mobile Security Patrol or Security Control Room Operative. 

The Professional Security Operative apprenticeship is available in the UK. In Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, employers seeking to access apprenticeship funding should approach 

their local apprenticeship funding body. 
Apprenticeship Levy payers in England – ie 
those employers in the private or public 
sector with an annual wage bill of more than 
£3 million – will, for the first time, be able to 
use their levy to pay for high-quality training 
for their private security operatives.  
https://securitymattersmagazine.com 
 

Draft counter-terror legislation 
“fails to address real risk of 

attacks” 
 
The Home Affairs Committee in Parliament has voiced the opinion that “onerous” new anti-
terror regulations “could place small businesses and voluntary organisations at risk of closure 
but fail to make a difference to public safety”. Following pre-legislative scrutiny of the draft 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill, the Committee is now calling on the Government to 
ensure safety measures are based on risk and not on the size of a given venue. 
The draft Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill was introduced by the Government in 
response to recommendations made as a result of the Public Inquiry into the 2017 Manchester 

https://counterterrorbusiness.com/
https://securitymattersmagazine.com/
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Arena terrorist attack. The document sets out how venues should assess the risk of terror 
attacks and take measures to mitigate their consequences, with different standards for venues 
accommodating capacities of over 100 individuals and those playing host to capacities of 800 
people and above. 
 
The Home Affairs Committee finds that, in its current form, the Terrorism (Protection of 
Premises) Bill would place a “significant and disproportionate burden” on smaller venues, while 
failing to ensure adequate safety measures at all 
public events at risk of terror attacks. 
 
“Thousands of small organisations, many of them 
reliant on community and volunteer support, would 
be required to implement potentially costly safety 
measures without adequate resources to do so. Yet 
other events and venues with a greater history of 
terror attacks, or with a higher footfall, such as 
farmers markets or Christmas markets, fall out of 
scope.” 
 
Evidence heard over the course of the Public Inquiry indicated that measures outlined in the 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill “would not have made a significant difference” in recent 
terror attacks that have occurred in the UK. https://securitymattersmagazine.com 
 

Average cost of data breach episodes for UK firms totals £3.4 million 
 
IBM Security has issued its annual Cost of a Data Breach Report, which reveals that UK 
organisations pay an average of £3.4 million for each data breach episode. The detailed study 
also finds that the use of Artificial Intelligence and automation can exert the biggest impact on 
UK businesses’ speed of breach identification and containment. 
 
According to the 2023 study, organisations that deployed security, Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and automation extensively – ie throughout security operations and within several different 
toolsets and capabilities – paid an average of £1.6 million less in data breach costs than those 
organisations choosing not to leverage these technologies. 
 
Only 28% of those UK organisations surveyed during the study period are currently deploying 
security, AI and automation extensively, with a further 37% not yet adopting these technologies. 
 
This year’s report shows a decrease in the total average cost of a data breach in the UK from 
£3.8 million in 2022 to £3.4 million today, but that figure still represents a 9% increase since 
2020. Download a copy of the 2023 Cost of a Data Breach Report at 
https://www.ibm.com/security/data-breach 
 

 

 

https://securitymattersmagazine.com/
https://www.ibm.com/security/data-breach


 

P a g e  | 31  

SENTINEL GROUP SECURITY  |  INTELLIGENCE UPDATE AUGUST, 2023 

www.sgs-ltd.com 

NATIONAL CYBER SECURITY CENTRE (NCSC) 
The NCSC supports the most critical organisations in the UK, the wider public sector, industry, 
SMEs as well as the general public. When incidents do occur, they provide effective incident 
response to minimise harm to the UK, help with recovery, and learn lessons for the future. Please 
see the links to this month’s NCSC weekly threat reports. 

Active Cyber Defence (ACD) programme. 

Key findings and full report from the 6th year of the 
Active Cyber Defence (ACD) programme. The aim of 
Active Cyber Defence (ACD) is to “Protect the 
majority of people in the UK from the majority of the 
harm caused by the majority of the cyber-attacks the 
majority of the time.” It was launched in 2017 and 
continues to protect the UK, in a relatively automated 
way, from a significant proportion of commodity 

cyber-attacks. 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/report/acd-the-sixth-year 
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Demonstrations / protests 

Silverstone call in 100 army soldiers to deal with Just Stop Oil protests at 
British GP 

Silverstone bosses are leaving nothing to chance as they bid to 
prevent Just Stop Oil protests from marring the British Grand 
Prix. 

The military will be on hand to deal with any activists, amid fears 
there will be a repeat of the scenes which marred the race in 2021. 
Following an opening lap incident involving Alfa Romeo's Zhou 
Guanyu, five spectators made their way onto the track, and were 
later arrested and found guilty of risking "serious harm" to F1 

drivers. https://www.mirror.co.uk 

Just Stop Oil disrupts the Proms 

Just Stop Oil protestors invaded the stage during the 
first night of the Proms at the Royal Albert Hall in 
west London. Two activists disrupted the show by 
setting off confetti bombs and blasting air horns. 

A spokesperson for the climate activist group said: 
"The pair set off confetti cannons and sounded air 
horns, demanding the UK government immediately 
halt all new oil and gas consents and licences. "They 
attempted to address the audience before being 
forcibly removed." https://www.lbc.co.uk 

 
Just Stop Oil disrupted again 

Just Stop Oil have been targeted again - with their nemesis counter-group disrupting a banquet 
held by the eco-zealots' by setting off rape alarms tied to balloons. The climate activists posted 
a video of their members attempting to get the loud balloons off of the ceiling - while 
congratulating their rivals for their "action design". 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/
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The action was the work of Just Stop P***ing 
People Off, a new organisation dedicated to 
stopping Just Stop Oil in their campaign of 
disruption. The counter-protesters, led by 
British YouTubes Josh Pieters and Archie 
Manners, shared the footage of the disruption 
with their 1.44 million subscribers. They told of 
how they first embedded a "mole" within the 
group to work out where the celebratory meal 
was taking place. https://www.lbc.co.uk 

Open Championship on high security alert over possible protest 
disruption 

Merseyside police will launch an unprecedented and large-scale security effort around the 
151st Open Championship, including deployment of plain clothes officers, as the threat of 
protest lingers with Just Stop Oil having targeted high-profile events throughout the summer. 

Traders have priced the Open as odds-on to be the next competition targeted by the movement 
trying to force the government to end new fossil fuel licensing and production, and Open 
attendees have been warned to prepare for stringent security checks upon arrival at Royal 
Liverpool. 

Players and caddies, meanwhile, have been issued with instructions by the R&A urging them not 
to tackle any protester who may try to disrupt the tournament in the wake of the England player 
Jonny Bairstow’s actions at the Lord’s Ashes Test. https://amp-theguardian-com 

Just Stop Oil protesters shoved off the road during slow march in London 

Just Stop Oil (JSO) supporters have been met by angry members of the public as the group 
launched one of its biggest protests. 

Some 160 activists marched in 16 groups across London, according to JSO, which said some 
were shoved and knocked to the ground, including a visually impaired woman and a young 
student. A video posted on Twitter shows members of the public pushing activists off the road. 
Many of the protesters were wearing orange high-visibility vests and carrying placards. 
https://news.sky.com 

20,000 rail workers stage walkout 

More than 20,000 rail workers will strike in a long-running dispute over pay, jobs and conditions 
- with passengers warned they may experience severe disruption to services. Members of the 
Rail, Maritime and Transport union (RMT) walked out while drivers in Aslef were banned from 
working overtime this week. RMT members involved in the strikes include station workers, train 
managers and catering staff with 14 train companies affected. https://news.sky.com 

Senior doctors begin first major walkout in decades 

NHS patients face major disruption over the next 48 hours as senior doctors in England begin 
their first major strike in nearly 50 years. Consultant doctors along with hospital-based dentists 
will strike over pay. They are demanding a 35% pay rise, after rejecting the government's 
proposal of 6% - calling it an "insult". https://news.sky.com 

https://www.lbc.co.uk/
https://amp-theguardian-com/
https://news.sky.com/
https://news.sky.com/
https://news.sky.com/
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Just Stop Oil eco-protesters announce 'legal action' against oil and gas 
bosses 

Standing on Parliament Square, six activists made 
the announcement that they would begin to 
collect evidence against them to put in front of a 
court of law. 

In a statement, mum-of-two Chloe Naldrett said: 
“Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi, at his trial sought to 
defend himself by saying that he didn’t kill Jews 
because he was only in charge of transporting 
them to the death camps. The judges threw out 
this obscene defence and he was hanged. 

“When those in charge today go to court in the coming years, they will claim that they only 
facilitated the continued use of oil and gas and coal. They will argue that they never directly 
killed the millions who are already dying and will continue to die of starvation, floods, drought, 
wildfires and deadly heat.”  
https://www.lbc.co.uk 

Just Stop Oil activist beaten up at protest 

A Just Stop Oil protester who was punched to the ground and kicked in the head during the 
group’s latest disruptive action on the streets of London says he feels "no ill will" for his attacker. 
The passenger of a Mercedes traveling in the opposite direction to a go-slow protest crossed the 
street to launch an attack on one of the protesters on Wednesday morning, apparently after the 
car he was in was hit by another vehicle. 

The man, wearing a red hat, marches over to the protester, lashing out at him, shoving him to the 
ground, before swinging a kick at him as he lies on the floor, sending the protester's phone flying 
across the tarmac. 

After being shoved to the floor the protester curls up on the road and covers his head as he tries 
to protect himself. https://www.lbc.co.uk 

Rival protest groups clash on docks 

Two rival protest groups started rowing over 
the arrival of a controversial barge for 500 
asylum seekers in Dorset. One group of 
protesters gathered to argue against placing 
refugees on the Bibby Stockholm barge, 
which they described as a "floating prison", 
alongside a placard stating: "Refugees 
welcome." 

But a rival local protest group, who were 
accused of spouting 'racist' rhetoric on the quayside, turned up holding placards that said: "The 
people of Dorset say no to the barge." https://www.lbc.co.uk 

 

https://www.lbc.co.uk/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/
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Protest over police treatment 

Anti-racism protesters gathered in Croydon in response 
to the wrongful arrest of a Black mother for bus fare 
evasion in front of her tearful young son. Video footage 
of the woman shouting as two male Metropolitan Police 
officers hold her arms and handcuffed her in the south 
London town has sparked fierce criticism and prompted 
an investigation by the police watchdog the Independent 
Police Conduct Authority. 

The woman was arrested after being accused of failing to pay a bus fare but was later de-
arrested when it was confirmed she had paid. Around 100 people joined a demonstration 
outside the town’s police station to call out her treatment, organised by Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR), Black Lives Matter Croydon, Disabled People Against Cuts (DPAC) and RMT Black & 
Ethnic Minority Members. https://www.independent.co.uk 

Senior Met cop condemns Just Stop Oil 

The Metropolitan Police spent more 
than £7.7 million responding to 515 
disruptive protests by the eco-
activists during their 13-week 
campaign of slow marches. Figures, 
shared exclusively with LBC, show 
that the response across the city 
since the end of April took up more 
than 23,500 officer shifts. The Met's 
Assistant Commissioner for 
operations, Matt Twist, told LBC's 

Nick Ferrari: "This is really unique in protest terms. In any democratic society, the right to 
protest is, rightly, heavily protected. 

"It's something the Met well understands in terms of rights under article 9, 10 and 11 under the 
Human Rights Act, critically important rights. "But this isn't protest, this is crime, and there is a 
difference. 

“The right to protest is very strongly protected, but when you get into very deliberately causing 
serious disruption to the public of London, stopping people going about their daily business, 
stopping people going to work, or to hospital, or taking their children to school, then that tips 
over into crime." 

The Met previously said some of those officers had to be moved away from front-line 
community policing as they worked to clear roads and reduce chaos for commuters. The money 
spent is the equivalent of paying the salary of around 200 officers or buying more than 9,000 
tasers. https://www.lbc.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/
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Activists jailed for scaling Dartford Bridge bid to be freed 

Marcus Decker, 34, and Morgan Trowland were 
sentenced to two years and seven months and three 
years respectively for causing a public nuisance. 
Spokespeople for the group say the sentences are the 
longest in British history for peaceful climate protest. 

People affected by their stunt, which saw the bridge 
closed for over 40 hours in October last year, included 
a "heavily pregnant woman who needed urgent medical 
help," Essex Police said. 

Another person missed the funeral of their best friend of 35 years, the force said, and a business 
lost more than £160,000 in earnings. 

Decker and Trowland are to challenge their prison sentences at the Court of Appeal in London. 
https://www.lbc.co.uk 
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